dont, 17-51-11

John and Annie Harper House (3ite)
Poolesville vicinity, Jerusalem community
Private

pPoss, mid 19th century

This log house contained one room down and one up, was warmed
by a large fireplace, and may have been built as = slave house,
Later it became the home of a *lack landowning family,
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This log house stood on the north silde of Jerusalem Church
Road, on parcle CT33 P. 317. of today's county property map. The
house has since been torn down, and nothing remalins but some rubble.
According to Joe Harper who was raised in the Jonesville community
nearby and to Howard Lyles, the community informant from Jerusalem,
this log house had one room down and one up. It resembled the house
of Charles Frank Dorsey, which remains standing, except that this
house was heated by a fireplace instead of a wood stove. This 1is
the only log house in the community that had a fireplace instead
of a stove, suggesting that the house may be older than the others.
Certainly older than the date of purchase of the property by
John Harper, 1909.
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According to deed, 218/1, John Harper purchased this tract
of 1 acre, 17 sp. perches from William Wallace Poole, Carrie
W.0. Poole his wife, and Anna Dickerson Poole in 1909.

It was a part of the much larger tract of land known as
‘Poole's Right" and was probably a part of the Poole estate
on the east side of Rt. 109.

Though the deed shows that Harper purchased this property
in 1909, oral history indicates that his ownership was previous
to that. According to Joe Harper, the oral informant, William
Wallace Ppgle had told him that John Harper had purchased a con-
siderable amount of property from him on the east and west sides
of Jeuusalem Church Rd. with money that Harper had saved from
splitting rails. The deed, however, was not recorded. This was in
the late 1800's or early 1900's before Joe Harper's time. John
Harper could not pay the taxes since he was short on cash and had
been splitting rails for Poole to continue his payments on the
property. So Poole suggested to Harper that he sell off the
property, which Harper did. This resulted in the purchase of
property by Charles and Josephine McPherson in 1913, George and
Oral Lyles in 1915 and Lizzie Nichols 1in 1913. The property
was sold in the name of the Poole family, and it 1s not known
who received the money from the land sales, whether Poole or
Harper. John Harper kept this small tract of approximately 1
acre for himself.

Since there are no written records to substantiate this,
the story of William Wallace Poole cannot be proved, and all
informants involved in it have passed on. It is possible,however,
especially since Poole himself told the story. Its lmportance,
regardless of its accuracy, is that it indicates that Harper
was 1living here before 1909, and that the house is probably older
than the date of the deed. It also indicates the strong desire
of John Harper, born in 1840 during slavery, and of other Black
men and women like him, to buy land and establish a base of
autonomy. A large obstacle, however, was not just to acquire
the land, but to make sufficient money within the limited job
opportunities that wider society allowed for Black people 1n order
to protect and hold on to that land.
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JERUSALEM COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925

sooft

TT-16-L1

PARCEL 30UNDARY m——

FENCED PARCEL BDY. conme

FENCE —_—
DIRT ROAD ==
LANE —
PATH o . e
STREAM FLOW -

b.

13a.
b.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Key

VILLIAM RCZIDSCN ZSTD.
SARAH JOHNSON 3STD.
MILTON BARPER 37D,
WILLIAM LYLES 387D,
SUSAN PROCTOR 57D,
FRANK DORSEY BSTD.
GEORGE IORSEY 2S7D.
lst CLARKE 5OME (log)
2nd CLARKE OME (‘rase)
JERUSALEM PARSOKAGE
JERUSALEM CHCACE
WILLIAM DORSEY 5570D.
JAMES TORSEY IS7D.
WILLIAM MOCORE 3STD.
HARTLEY MOORE 3571D.
DAVID OOPELAND ZSTD.
BOBERT WILLIAMS 3ISTD.
VALLACE HAMILTOR BSTD.
DENNIS HAMILION ESTD.
CHARLES McPHERSON ESTD.
LIZZ2IE GRIMES ISTD.
GEORGE LYLES ESTD.

21, JOBN HARPER HSTD.

22,

3.22 AC.
2.00 AC.
1.00 XC.
2.00 AC.
1.00 aC.
2.90 XC.
475 .
L.s0 AC.

1.20 &C.
0.50 AC.
2.00 AC.
3.00 XC.
7.00 AC.

2.00 xC.
3.75 &
2.50 &C.
9.66 AC.
11.00 AC.
k.00 &C.
3.00 &
1.00 A&C.

JOHN FALIMAN BSTD.

DMELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE °
HSTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

10.00 AC.

G6
21Ts ‘@snof 807 iaadaeg atuuy § uyor

I

T1-16-L1






- Mt Zion Ch| AN @ e .
‘ . . . M: 17-51-11
2
NTER
|~ ——————
i
|
¢ / i ; Taaa g
;_ . /l\ e ‘ \\,\ " : i *e
R M: 17-51-11 < o - \\Fj_ﬂgonesx'ille
9 John & Annie Har;\ér Log Housz. si ' S
s Boolesville Quad,\+970, PR 1978 4 :
T P o~ K s

- ~

:.??."7’\\359: D:s%%iac; \,}‘A‘\,—\,'—/\\ |




